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Arniire or, Senior Keith Burton

has outstanding career

By Steve Oliver
PROGRESS SPORTS WRITER

For masi of an outstanding
high school athletic caneer,
OTHS senior Keith Burlon
bas done o good job of avaid-
ing the headlines. Quictly
going about his business on
the gridiron and the busket-
ball court, Burton has provid-
ed the solid foundation on
which the Panther busketball
and Toetball feams have built
their success over the past
1w An All-
Conlerence lineman in foot-
ball, the [8-year old son of
Keith Sr. and Maria Burton
emerged in the spotlight in
last year's state Lournament
semi-Ninals, making two criti-
cal steals that,

SCasons,

in lage part.
propetled the Punthers into
fitle
year, he has continued (o pro-
vided

the stute This

ame,

consistent ol

and - defensive  production
which has helped the OTHS
squad o their current |5-0
start to the 2007-08 cam-
puign. In the recent Centralia
Holiday tovmament champi-
onship run, Burten was i key
rebounder and defender as
well as providing valuable
scoring i cuch of Q'Fallen’s
four victories. Burton's role
is one on which ©'Fullon
coach Rick Gibson has come
to depend.

"We always know  that
Keith will give us 100% every
time he steps anto the courl,”
Gibson said. "He is deceiving
in that he has excellent quick-
nass combined with strengtl
which makes him an excel-
lent defensive plaver, He can
also put the ball in the bas-
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AOW: Important part of team
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Burton [ist
in lust year's siate lounament

as one of his fondest athletic
MICMores.
“Making il o the stale

and

ipienship  game
playing against the top talent
in the stale of IMinvis were
just incredible experic M
Burton expluined. "This year

| just want Lo be an important
part of my leam and con-
iribute in-any way that T can.
1 wouldn't mind being named
All-Conlerence leam
this season wint o
i undefegted this
as long as we can - maybe
even win the stae champi-
onship this year"

"My dad has always
pushed me in every sport tht

i the

| compete in,” Burton contin-
ped. “He has welped me get
involved with muny different
sports and has provided me
with o lot of opportunities.
Alter graduation this year, |
want 1o atiend either Howard,
SIUC, Hampton o1
Moorhouse and  major in
Biology. Also. | want to con-
tinue o pluy either football o
hasketball in college.”



